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Long-term Care Testing Clarification 

________________________________________________  

  

To prevent the spread of COVID-19 at long-term care and residential facilities, the Agency for 
Health Care Administration issued Emergency Rule 59AER20-6. This rule replaces the 
previous Emergency Rule 59AER20-01 and provides further clarification for hospitals and 
long-term care/licensed residential  facilities about clinical decision making during the 
discharge of residents. 
  

A hospital is prohibited from discharging any resident who has tested positive for COVID-19 
or is exhibiting symptoms consistent with COVID-19 to any long-term care facility/licensed 
residential facility,  until the resident has been cleared for discharge using either a test-based 
strategy or a symptom-based strategy, unless the receiving facility has a dedicated wing, unit, 
or building with dedicated staff to accept the COVID-19 positive resident.  
  

Under the symptom-based strategy, the long-term care /licensed residential resident must 
meet the following criteria: 

• At least 3 days (72 hours) have passed since resolution of fever without the use of 
fever-reducing medications; and 

• Improvement in respiratory symptoms; and 

• At least 10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared. 

Under the test-based strategy, the long-term care/ licensed residential resident must have: 

• Resolution of fever without the use of fever-reducing medications 

• Improvement in respiratory symptoms; and 

• Two consecutive negative test results separated by 24 hours. The first by an FDA 
Emergency Use Authorized COVID-19 molecular assay RT-PCR test and the second 
by either an FDA Emergency Use Authorized COVID-19 molecular assay RT-PCR test 
or an FDA Emergency Use Authorized COVID-19 antigen test. 

 Quarantine  Following Admissions  
  

Long-term care facilities may admit a patient with an unknown status (has not been tested for 
COVID-19, has not tested positive for COVID-19,  nor been suspected of having COVID-19) 
as long as they quarantine the resident for 14 days or until they receive a negative test result.  
 
For anyone who has tested negative immediately prior to long-term care admission or is 
discharged from a hospital using the symptom-based strategy, the resident does not require 
quarantine  for 14 days but should be monitored. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclicktime.symantec.com%2F33hcUEq2iMNSn7pYCtGBaDa7Vc%3Fu%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fclick.icptrack.com%252Ficp%252Frelay.php%253Fr%253D18105036%2526msgid%253D845332%2526act%253DUPNE%2526c%253D227375%2526destination%253Dhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fb.ahca.myflorida.com%25252Fdocs%25252F59AER20-6_Final.pdf%2526cf%253D311227%2526v%253D872f2f48bad959588c2a3bf5501185d57f466cd1278c34aa4aefceebee9c38a9&data=02%7C01%7CLynne.Daw%40apdcares.org%7C28e948f971d24f79ed0108d829a48b43%7Ccfd244495ec34a3e8a9e1217913f4470%7C0%7C0%7C637305133968657687&sdata=Kkuq7Wb3L9xJgpLcuUeHOGkWyCF%2BstAogfE7XDrT1GM%3D&reserved=0


 


